
 

February 10, 2016 
 

Re:   “Next Steps for K-12 Education: Implementing the Promise to Restore 
State and Local Control” 

 
Dear Chairman Rokita and Ranking Member Fudge: 
 
The National School Boards Association (NSBA), representing more than 90,000 
local school board members across the nation, working with and through our 
state associations, applauds your leadership in the historic passage of the newly 
enacted education law, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). Specifically, 
NSBA commends your efforts during the reauthorization of the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act of 1965 to support school districts by passing a 
provision in the law, Title VIII, Part F § 8541, to restore local governance and community ownership in public 
education.  
 
In the spirit of the law, we ask that you exercise your oversight authority to ensure that the U.S. Department of 
Education (“Department”) upholds the local governance structure established in Section 8541. As the regulatory 
process begins,  we hope that you will instruct the Department to “meaningfully” consult with states and school 
districts, refrain from issuing overly - burdensome regulations, and offer technical assistance to school districts 
during the ESSA transition. 
 
Although we are at the beginning of what should hopefully prove to be an open, transparent regulatory effort to 
implement ESSA, it is exceedingly important that any regulations and non-regulatory guidance accomplish what 
Congress sought with this reauthorization—to restore significant decision-making impacting education to the 
local level and recalibrate the federal role in education. In particular, we have enclosed NSBA’s comments 
submitted in response to the Department’s “Request for Information,” which urge agency officials to build local 
school board governance and flexibility into the administration of programs. 
 
As you discuss next steps for ESSA implementation and the “promise to restore state and local control,” please 
note the following recommendations: 
 

• Establish Federal-State-Local Partnership: The Department should partner with states, school districts, 
and local school board members to share ideas and best practices for advancing equity and excellence in 
public education. Each school district is unique, and in the best position to make decisions addressing 
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specific needs, such as academic standards, teacher retention and recruitment, and parental 
involvement.  
 

• Provide Appropriate Flexibility through Local Governance: The Department should include sufficient 
flexibility in operations and use of Title I funds based on the needs of local schools and communities. In 
order to avert placing significant burden on school districts, the Department should refrain from 
applying a prescriptive and often restrictive approach through regulations or guidance. 
 

• Support Local School Districts with Compliance Process:  The Department should provide the 
technical and compliance support local school districts will need to fulfill their audit and other 
requirements during and after the ESSA transition.  

 
Since state and local governments often incorporate federal guidance into their own statutes, regulations and 
policies, respectively, the Department will achieve better results and minimize disruption to state and local 
governments by conferring with state and local education stakeholders before issuing non-regulatory guidance or 
promulgating regulations implementing ESSA.  
 
School districts as community representatives are critical partners in the effort to offer all students a high-quality 
public education. Therefore, we ask you and other lawmakers to ensure that ESSA is implemented pursuant to 
the intent of the law, and to encourage the Department to work collaboratively with school districts and local 
school boards - as they are in the best position to establish a clear vision for student achievement, quality 
teaching, and learning to support strong student outcomes. NSBA’s mission is to promote equity and excellence 
in public education through school board governance, so we look forward to working with you during the 
implementation of the Every Student Succeeds Act. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Thomas J. Gentzel  
Executive Director 
 
cc: Members of the Subcommittee on Early Childhood, Elementary, and Secondary Education, Committee on 

Education and the Workforce.  
 
Attachment: NSBA Comments in response to the U. S. Department of Education’s “Request for Information,”  

         January 20, 2016. 
 


